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of all peoples. Even if we suppose for an instant that
foreign armies should really be our enemies, well, also in
this extreme case we would like to defend ourselves in a
different manner, in a manner which would at any rate
gain for us a moral victory. Doubtless this mode of action
might fail from a practical point of view, but the other
might fail also; and the first alone assures the existence
in the world of that which is truly humane. In short, we
wish to strengthen in all countries the power of direct
action against war, in such a way that no Government
would have the courage to resort to war, that it would even
be impossible for it to do so for lack of men, arms and
munitions.

During the world war, the greater number of the
radical conscientious objectors, English, American, Aus-
tralian, Canadian, German, Austrian, etc. wei& convinced
that it was their duty, as good citizens, not to participate
in the great crime. Indeed, what better could they do
from their point of view, than remain during that senseless
time, beings truly conscious of their humane ideal, represen-
ting the conscience of their nations waging war without
scruple? What better could they do than put humanity
before their inhuman fatherland, so as to gain over to this
cause not only their compatriots but, in the long run, their
official enemies also? Romain Holland has expressed this
point of view when he says that no one has the right to
betray his conscience for love of his country, his race or
his nation. In doing so, does one not betray in oneself
that which is best in one's nation, in one's race, in one's
country? We have always been told that if Christ had
acted in this sense, he would have become the ally of Judas,
he would not have been crucified and would have become
the Messiah of those of his compatriots who did not wish
to renounce national defence. Tolstoy has told us several
times that one should have the courage to risk the sacrifice
of one's country in favour of humanity and the universal
conscience.

You will understand therefore why your participation
in three wars of the British Empire against peoples, who
were not even yotir enemies, is for us something very painful.